Tra^mone?rsPltal were mere^y houses into which sick people were received in order that they might have skilled medical treatment under more convenient conditions than obtained in their own homes. They were often ill-adapted for their purpose, and in many cases the surroundings were even less favourable to recovery than those from which the sufferer had been removed.
It is perhaps not an exaggeration to say that the transfer was frequently effected as much for the comfort of the patient's friends as for his own safety. In any case, their purpose was essentially curative, and little or no attention was paid to the social or economic interests of the patients. It is true that in some of the older foundations, for instance "St. Thomas 
